
 

       March 29, 2020 

       Founder’s Day 

 

 

James J. Werner 

State Deputy 

North Dakota State Council 

Knights of Columbus 

 

Worthy State Deputy and dear Brother Werner: 

 

In my own name, and on behalf of my fellow Supreme Officers and Board of Directors, I extend greet-

ings to you and all my brother Knights of the North Dakota State Council. In this time of worldwide un-

certainty due to the coronavirus pandemic, it is prudent to conduct the business of your state convention 

virtually. Yet even amid the current disruptions, you and your brother Knights are called to be men of 

hope who must provide for the continued growth and good works of our Order. 

 

Each Knight participating in this convention has been entrusted with a sacred mission based on the vi-

sion of our founder, the Venerable Servant of God Father Michael J. McGivney. As his spiritual sons, 

we carry on the vital work of building up our parishes, passing on the Catholic faith in our homes and 

ensuring the financial protection of our families. Father McGivney’s life and legacy should inspire us 

each day as we continue to pray fervently for his canonization. 

 

As we mark our Order’s 138th anniversary amid the COVID-19 pandemic, the need for the Knights of 

Columbus is greater than ever before. Through the Order’s Leave No Neighbor Behind pandemic re-

sponse program, we can reach out to our brother Knights and their families, as well as to fellow parish-

ioners, neighbors and the broader community. Our world needs Knights who will step out into the 

breach as sterling examples of Charity, Unity and Fraternity, offering a helping hand where one may be 

needed during this challenging moment in history. 

Finally, I express my sincere gratitude to you, the state officers, district deputies, council officers, gen-

eral and field agents, and each brother Knight who has contributed to our Order’s mission in North Da-

kota. 

 

May Our Lady of Guadalupe watch over and guide your virtual proceedings and protect the health of 

every Knight and his family, and may Venerable Father Michael McGivney intercede for us all. 

 

Fraternally, 

 

 

 

Carl A. Anderson 

Supreme Knight 



 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

April 2020 

 

Dear Brothers in Christ, 

 

 It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to the 2020 North Dakota Knights of       

Columbus Annual Meeting. I pray that you have all had a very blessed year both in the work 

you do for others and in your own families. 

 

 I thank you all for the great work you have done this past year and each year as you  

continue to serve the people of the Diocese of Bismarck with such generous and living hearts. I 

am continually grateful to God and to each one of you for this very special and valuable gift of 

service.  

 May this year’s convention inspire you to continue your good work with renewed hearts 

and minds, ready to serve the Lord with an even deeper conviction. I urge you to keep your   

focus on the heart of Christ as you go about planning for the next year. In this way you can   

accomplish more precisely the will of God. 

 

 May the Risen Lord bless you abundantly this Easter season. Know of my prayers for 

you and your work throughout the year! 

 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

 

 

The Most Reverend David D. Kagan 

Bishop of Bismarck 

DIOCESE OF BISMARCK 
Po Box 1575 

Bismarck, ND 58502-1575 

Phoone: 701-223-1347 

Fax: 701-223-3693 

www.bismarckdiocese.com 

 
OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 



April 24, 2020 

 

 

Good Brother Knights, 

A curious phenomenon happened in military recruitment following the terrorist 

attacks of September 11, 2001. Contrary to expectation, the number of young 

men enlisting in the army actually increased. Despite the reality of a dangerous 

war looming on the horizon, young men didn’t avoid the battle, rather they 

pressed toward it. Now, they rationalized, there was something ever more prized 

worth fighting for: freedom, liberty. The fundamental ideals of America were in 

danger! Strong men don’t shy away from a battle worth fighting. 

 

The Church is in a battle right now. True, it always has been, but perhaps the 

intensity of the battle seems more present these last years. But despite the impression that worthy Chris-

tian soldiers are fleeing the battle, vocations to the priesthood are actually increasing, just as recruitment 

to the military increased following September 11. More importantly, those who are applying to seminary 

are precisely the men we want: men who love the Church and want to preserve the bride of Christ from 

further scandal; men who have profound prayer lives that direct their decisions; men who love the 

Eucharist and spend time before this precious sacrament; men who have consecrated their lives through 

the intercession of the Blessed Mother; men who are striving for virtue rather than condescending to the 

banal, fleeting pleasures of the world. 

 

These men will be your future pastors who will feed you with the Eucharist and absolve you from your 

sins. They will celebrate the weddings of your children and baptize your grandchildren. They will visit 

you when you are ill and minister to you with the anointing of the sick. And all the while, they will 

preach to you the saving gospel of Jesus Christ, without addition or subtraction. 

 

You have much to look forward to from your future pastors currently in seminary formation. You can be 

confident these men are being prepared for priestly ministry better now than at any other time in all of 

Church history. It is a very robust, comprehensive, orthodox, and, quite frankly, challenging formation 

program. Would we want it any other way? No, we would not. 

 

Fellow Knights, if you know a young man who possesses some of the qualities you admire in a priest, 

don’t remain silent. Ask him if he’s ever considered the priesthood. Tell him he should consider the 

priesthood. And if that young man is your son or grandson, praise God that you are blessed to have such 

a man come from your own family. There are tragically few parents in the Church who receive such an 

honor from the Lord. And on that sublime day when you finally stand before the Lord and He asks what 

you did to build up His kingdom on Earth, you can say with humble confidence, “My Lord and my God, 

I gave you the most precious gift I had. I gave you my son to be a priest.” 

 

God bless the Knights and all you do, 

 
Fr. Kyle Metzger 

Diocese of Fargo 

Vocation Director 

 

Diocese of Fargo Vocations Director 

Fr. Kyle Metzger 

 





 

April 24, 2020 

 

Welcome to the North Dakota Knights of Columbus State Convention! 

 

 Greetings to all gathered in Dickinson for you State Convention. I 

hope this will be a time of growth and renewal as you share with each 

other your commitment to community service. 

 

 Charity is at the core of all you do. Through your charitable, frater-

nal and patriotic projects, you make a difference every day in the lives of 

people within our state and around the world. 

 

 Mother Teresa reflects the mission of the Knights of Columbus in this quote. “We are all God’s 

children so it is important to share His gifts. Do not worry about why problems exist in the world - 

just respond to people’s needs.” 

 

 Thank you for your commitment to your faith through service to others. Enjoy your convention 

and know I continue to uphold you in my prayers.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Kevin Cramer 

United States Senator 

KEVIN CRAMER 
NORTH DAKOTA 

202-224-2043SUITE 400 
RUSSELL BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 
202-2043 

United States Senate 

 





State Deputy Jake, Council Members, Delegates, Knights, Family Members and Guests, 
 
Thank you for all you do for children and for Home On The Range. 
 
Home On The Range is a very special place where miracles and life-changing experiences happen. It is a 
safe, caring home for boys and girls who me be victims of trauma, addictions, abuse, neglect or lack of any 
adult guidance and discipline. 
 
Home On The Range is licensed to care for 36 children at any given time. With this number of children, our 
staff are able o spend time with the boys or girls, get to know them and form personal relationships. It may 
be difficult for the child at first. Eventually, the child and staff find a common interest, form a bond, and 
then establish a trusting respectful relationship. This friendship continues long after the child leaves. Often 
times, the child will call us later to talk to their favorite staff or just stop by the business office to visit and 
say how well they are doing. 
 
Our children can start a relationship and connection through our spiritual program, which receives support 
from the Knights annual Shamrock Project fundraiser. 100's of children have experienced love, empathy, 
forgiveness, and hope because of the spiritual connection they form. This connection may originate from 
being involved in one or more of the activities offered within our spiritual program, such as Mass, SEARCH, 
playing the guitar or singing on Praise Night, Bible study, prayer groups, Christian concerts or movies, Free-
dom Church, or listening to an inspirational speaker or guest minister. Something touches their heart and 
sprit and a small miracle takes place. We witness this change by seeing an increase in their self-confidence 
and sense of self-worth and talk about having a bright, positive future. We then realize we are making a dif-
ference. 
 
We give our thanks and praise for the support and encouragement we receive from the Knights and their 
families, and the Shamrock Project. It gives us strength to continue helping children be successful in life and 
return to their families.  
 
We hope you have a successful and memorable annual meeting. We respectfully ask for your continued 
prayers for our staff and our children; and hope you realize what a difference you are making to help small 
miracles take place. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mel Rose, PsyD 
Executive Director 

16351 I-94 Sentinel Butte, ND 58654  
phone 701-872-3745 fax701-872-3748 

www,hotrnd.com  

"Providing a safe home for youth who have experienced physical or emotional trauma, 
where every act is done with love to help them discover the dignity of the human person 

and learn the skills to manage life’s challenges." 



March 13th, 2020 

Greetings Brother Knights and guests, 

Thank you for attending the 113th Convention of the Knights of Columbus in North Dakota, 

and special thanks to all the Knights of Columbus members in the Dickinson area that help to 

facilitate this event. There is much planning and effort that goes in to the conventions, and we 

appreciate you hosting. 

Dickinson’s founding dates back to 1883, as a railroad siding for Northern Pacific Railway. 

Many Russian, Ukrainian, Scandinavian and German Setters were attracted to the area to farm 

the fertile prairie soil, and we still have a lot of their ancestors as members of the Knights of 

Columbus in the Dickinson area. In recent years the population of Dickinson has grown from 

17,787 in 2010 to 22,739 (some say as much as 30,000) due to much activity in the oil and 

gas industries. 

In 1882, as Dickinson was being settled, a parish priest named Fr. Michael J. McGivney 

founded the Knights of Columbus at St. Mary’s parish in New Haven CT. The McGivney 

family themselves had endured much hardship due to the untimely death of McGivney’s fa-

ther when he was at Seminary. Due to charitable acts, McGivney was able to continue with 

his studies and was ordained in 1877. This along with other events in Fr. McGivney’s life led 

him to found our order. 

The Knights of Columbus and Catholicism has long had a strong presence in Dickinson, with 

4 Catholic churches, each with their own K of C council as well as many councils in the im-

mediate area towns near Dickinson. 

We are proud to serve the Knights of Columbus members throughout North Dakota with our 

outstanding insurance products, and look forward to visiting with you in Dickinson. 

Fraternally yours, 

Pat Dolan 

General Agent 



 


